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and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in
the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller
(95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and
return, for | am King Azadbekht and | will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O
king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till | acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth
thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht,
"I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if | marry her.” "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in
haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with
[undue] haste, for | know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee.” But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my
boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and | reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased.” So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel,
whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore
duresse..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and
perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they
said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with
any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof." When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he
stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, "Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?'
Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' '"And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what
behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life." Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then

he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him

fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, ‘There is no god but
God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord," answered
the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the
portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and | follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must | travel to this
damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then
he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring.
As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love
of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of
her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long
passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine
and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king

bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and

still for mercy bawl!."When | [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me." So | abode
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at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as | sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The
doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him."' So | accompanied him
to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, | have an
occasion with thee, which | would have thee accomplish for me." So | kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'l would
have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.".She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during
which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a
child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than
whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be
the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for
joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and
overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel
Enis el Jelii cxcix.Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him
who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!"" | considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So |
said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst | sat down
for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So | sang till | was weary, whilst they occupied
themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when
thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth |, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But | have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief
purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our
chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, | will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".? ? ? ?
? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when |
came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, ‘O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' ‘Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath
there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day | espied a fair woman; so | followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not
enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry
me to her; so | arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and | entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me]
and would have gone in, but | feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him,
saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, | will kill thee; for | am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And | said, "Verily, |
am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for | see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public,"
answered |, "open to me.".Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the
gloom that whiles it wore..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and
carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth | am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed | was
Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the
Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup.” And Aboulhusn said, "Surely | will drink it from thy hand." Then he took
the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..So saying, he left him
and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that
thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!" Quoth he, 'l will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to
examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score
paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to

buy him for you and now | have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us." Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was
that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went
away from him and dispersed..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate
and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home
and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the
odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'l had with me a friend of mine and | conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and |, and she went
away but now, before thy coming in." Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and

went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and

said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon." ‘It is well," answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere

was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.So each of them fared on
with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of

custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered
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he, and the other continued, '‘And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him
[in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see
what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest
of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and
other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If | forget him, ne'er may
God," quoth I, "remember me!".97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii. Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of
the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of
Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and
mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before
them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and
drinking!™ Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did
that whereunto he had bidden him..87. EI Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxceviii.So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead,
cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!" And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and
buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they
stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the
soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Then said Azadbekht to him
(and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from
thee, wherefore | chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house
and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which | have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill
and | had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, | was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, | had striven with all
endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth
endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed

to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God

forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, | have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where
he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is
with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying,
"God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment.” "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?"
And the Amir answered, "O my lord, | know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from
between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love
o'erwhelm me passing sore; | sink and all in vain for succour | implore..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her,
‘Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore | am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir
apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and
kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, | am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more
honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid)], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].".Meimoun was silent
and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his
own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied
Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man
sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the
pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred
parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement

[therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the

came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls
and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in
the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's
closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed
upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band

by band..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late.
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