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notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and
women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a
woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou
shouldst marry her after my death.'.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and
help me to my will..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the
hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its
place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he
who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my
poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I
tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his
case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair.
(137).When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the
daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and
improvising, sang the following verses:.Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am
going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have
of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to
them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall
befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant
meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and
ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she
saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her
chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all
manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the
wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..So
he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of
life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet
and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O
Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".The company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was
yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did
appear..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,'
Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her
treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn
possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who
had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she
and improvised and sang the following verses:.128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen
and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was
a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a
chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was
straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth
the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was
void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates
nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So
they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of
the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have
informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His
Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing
women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order
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themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their
privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them
forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So
she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS
SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this,
whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off
his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew
and Nazarene, we sported till the day..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.Meanwhile, they carried the
damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither
drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and
cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the
Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.When it was the third day, the
third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that
thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by
this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was
troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king,
make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed
by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered,
saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out,
and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of
trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he
would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail,
to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293.
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