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it..The slamming of Junior's heart sounded as loud to him as mortar rounds. He stepped back and sideways, out of the vending machine's line of fire..By the time they

reached the seventh painting, alcohol and rich French cuisine and Jack Lientery's powerful art combined to devastate Frieda. She shuddered, leaned with one hand on a

canvas, hung her head, and committed an act of bad PR..Jacob's mentor had been a man named Obadiah Sepharad. They had met when Jacob was eighteen, during a

period when he'd been committed to a psychiatric ward for a short time, his eccentricity having been briefly mistaken for something worse.."Well, the lab could detect

abnormally high salt levels, but that wouldn't matter in court. He could say he ate a lot of salty foods."."Our little girl's going to walk backward her whole life if you drive in

reverse all the way to the hospital.".Champagne, then, and two shopping bags packed full of Armenian takeout. Sou beurek, mujadereh, chicken-and-rice biryani, stuffed

grape leaves, artichokes with lamb and rice, orouk, manti, and more. Following a Baptist grace (said by Grace), Wally and the three White women, a fourth present in spirit,

sat around the Formica-topped table, feasting, laughing, talking about art and healing and baby care and the past and tomorrow, while up on Nob Hill, Neddy Gnathic sat

tuxedoed  at a lacquered black piano, sprinkling diamond-bright notes through an elegant room..Golden lamplight gilded the front windows downstairs. He would sit with

Victoria on the living-room sofa, sipping wine as they got to know each other. She might tell him to call her Vicky, and maybe he'd ask her to call him Eenie, the affectionate

name Naomi had given him when he wouldn't tolerate Enoch. Soon, they would be necking like two crazy kids. Junior would disrobe her on the sofa, caressing her smooth

pliant body, her skin buttery in the lamplight, and then he would carry her, naked, to the dark bedroom upstairs..In regard for Barty's tender age, Dr. Franklin Chan had

arranged for Agnes to spend the night in her son's room, in the second bed, which currently wasn't needed for a patient..He had difficulty picturing the detective puttering in

the garden on weekends. Unless there were bodies buried under the roses..For an instant, she appeared to be frowning. Then he realized this couldn't be a frown. It must

be a smoldering look of desire.."Why should I be afraid of a stumbling blind boy?" asked Junior again. But this time the words issued from him in a different tone of voice,

because suddenly he sensed something knowing in this boy's attitude, if not in his manufactured eyes, a quality similar to what the girl exhibited..In the morning, at

breakfast, from this calmer perspective, he looked back at his tantrum in the middle of the night and wondered if he might be in psychological trouble. He decided not. In

November and December, Junior studied arcane texts on the supernatural, went through new women at a pace prodigious even for him, found three Bartholomews, and

finished ten needlepoint pillows..When Agnes had asked him to deliver the pies, before she had set out with Joey for the hospital the previous day, Edom had wanted to beg

off, but he had agreed without hesitation. He was prepared to suffer every viciousness that nature could throw at him in this life, but he could not endure seeing

disappointment in his sister's eyes.."Everyone knows about Vanadium. He's a crusader, self-appointed champion of truth, justice, and the American way. A holy fool, if you

will. With the case closed, he has no authority to harass you."
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