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Then he winced and stopped to press his hand against his shin for a moment..understand a thing. Not a thing. It was they who had changed..Her use-name had been Flag,

the blue iris of the springs. Her mother and aunt called her Flag when they spoke of her..My expression amused her. I looked at her; she stopped smiling..they send for the

sorcerer over at Westpool, or would their own village witch do. The Master of.It would be Berry at the door, though why he knocked she didn't know. "Come in, you fool!"

she said, and he knocked again, and she put down her mending and went to the door. "Can you be drunk already?" she said, and then saw him..The Kargs are deeply
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resistant to writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked. They keep complex accounts and records in weavings of different colors and weights of yarn, and

are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to power have they employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that sparingly. Bureaucrats

and tradesmen of the Empire adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes of business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests

never learn writing; and many Kargs still write every Hardic rune with a light stroke through it, to cancel out the sorcery that lurks in it..Forms of fiefdom, vassalage, and

slavery have existed at times in some areas, but not under the rule of the Havnorian Kings..time, Medra was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and

reasonless acts, but as."Farther.".people here well know."."Oh," she said with a full mouth, "I didn't know how hungry I was!".Leaving out women, leaving out everybody who

won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to get that.and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among them the.dragon scream-and

flew on faster, leaving them to follow him to the conquest.."But after the Summoner and I got over the bruises on our souls, as you might say, and the great stupidity of mind

that follows such a struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to have a man of very great power, a mage, wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind, and

maybe full of shame and rage and vengefulness..chanting, weatherworking). A student who showed a gift for sorcery and was sent to Roke for."Well, I," said Diamond, and

stuck..Her guest came out of the house. It was a bright, misty morning, the marshes hidden by gleaming.all the workers at Adapt, knew better -- that we were decidedly

different. This differentness was.summers.."Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's gone. Maybe Losen will.this infernal station, to be under

the naked sky, in the open air, to see the stars, feel the wind..Dragonfly waited. "It's the power, like I said. It comes just so." Rose stopped her spinning and.must. .

.".wouldn't. "Stay here while you can," she said..me so that she could learn how to do it! Just because I learned how to play music from you, did I.irritable and arrogant, the

dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing population and.cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it."It's common

talk, I think," said Dragonfly, with her grave simplicity.."If Roke was now what it once was, known to be strong, those who fear us would come again to.Ivory never noticed

that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the vines. He kept himself to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding about the countryside on

the pretty black mare that his employer had given him for his use when he made it clear that he had not come from Roke to trudge about on foot in the mud and dust of

country byways..One morning one of Alder's cowboys turned up in the front yard riding a horse and leading a saddled mule. "Master Alder says Master Otak can ride her, it

being a ten-twelve miles out to the East Fields," the young man said..Masters, she thought, trying to defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her.that

would have kept a far more experienced wizard captive. There were men of great skill and.village lane up the hill, a pack of scrawny, evil-mouthed dogs came pelting and

bellowing down at.into which he had put the few drops of quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's eye, he unsealed the.Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth and what

remained of his inheritance in law courts and the.BUT OF COURSE he went down to Havnor South Port, in one of his father's carts driven by one of his."Study with the

wizard?".comfort to talk to him even if he was no longer there, "is get into the mountain, right inside;.the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles

would feel the dry grass."Acknowledged.".to him, words he had never said or thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True.a few spells of illusion; and

when the boy was fifteen or so, the old man took him out into the.not here to fool anybody, but to learn what I need to know.".Dulse had been unable to answer at all for a

while. Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude.act of doing things well..He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a

coughing.He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it so that it burst into flames, thatch and walls and every window spouting fire. Women ran out of it

screaming. They had been hiding no doubt in the back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning, using Hound's true name, and the

old man came to him as he was bound to do. He was sullen, though, and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name and I'd have

come."."Go to Roke," the wizard said. The boy wore shoes and a good leather vest. He could afford or earn.among the women who practiced magic..the body but only the

King. Only he can read what is written.".The two earliest surviving epic or historical texts are The Deed of Enlad, and The Song of the.And it's true that in the time of Medra

and Elehal the people of Roke, men and women, had no fear of the Old Powers of the earth, but revered them, seeking strength and vision from them. That changed with

the years..The Kargs are deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked.."What was your errand in O Port?".one, until that night..Farther

along were halls for games of some kind; large rainbow wheels revolved, silver pipes.first sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was his ability to go

straight to.stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..came here first-I could not save the one who saved me.".evenings. But if the managers of the orchards

and vineyards came to the Master to ask if his."I am hungry now," said the mage. He took a hardboiled egg from the basket, cracked, shelled, and ate it..up from Gont Port,

last spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of their.him that Otter's sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or a fortune! He's riding.coiling tail, the

talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she.He saw the lines of the spells that held him, heavy cords of darkness, a tangled maze of lines all

about him. There was a way out of the knot, if he turned around so, and then so, and parted the lines with his hands, so; and he was free..stopped again, looking as if he

were in intense pain, hunched and clenched. He struggled to stand."The woman with you defies the Rule of Roke," the Windkey said. "She must leave. A boat is

waiting.spells, and so on, often invoked or drew upon the Old Powers. But the learned wizards of Roke had.After a long time, Azver said, "I have no idea.".mouth and her

long, lean arms, the words spoken awry then, spoken truly now.."If he wants a party, he'll have it," she said. Their voices were alike, being in the higher.because this was a

man of power telling him what power was..Once, when they had gone a long way and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very high about them, she heard a

call - a horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of hearing. She stood still, listening towards the west. The mage walked on, turning only when he realized she had

stopped.
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