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name, I wouldn't have been able to go after Cain any differently or more effectively."."Uncle Edom. Uncle Jacob. Aunt Maria. So I can remember faces after ... you
know.".When finally he found his voice, it was rough-sawn with a blade of grief. "My wife. Perri. Perris Jean.".How ironic it would be if Celestina, the aunt of Seraphim's
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whatever-evidently had made up vile stories about him, which on a slow evening she'd shared with Neddy, with the bartender, with anyone who would listen. The staff of the
lounge believed Junior was a dangerous sadist, No doubt she had concocted other lurid stories, as well, charging him with everything from a degenerate interest in bodily
wastes to the selfmutilation of his genitalia..Thus began the first day of the last weekend of their old lives. Maria visited on Saturday, sitting in the kitchen, embroidering the
collar and cuffs of a blouse, while Agnes baked pies..Junior needed something in his life, a missing element without which he could never be complete, something more
than a heart mate, more than German or French, or karate, and for as long as he could remember, he'd been searching for this mysterious substance, this enigmatic object,
this skill, this thingumajigger, this dowhacky, this flumadiddle, this force or person, this insight, but the problem was that he didn't know what he was searching for, and so
often when he seemed to have found it, he hadn't found it after all, therefore he worried that if ever he did find it, then he might throw it away, because he would not realize
that it was, in fact, the very jigger or gigamaree that he'd been in search of since childhood.
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