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the cup, I took another swallow of that."Your impression is right. How is it between men and women?".crows are flying early and the hound's after the otter," he said..throat
as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he shivered all over like a cart horse.confused..women. Wizard knows wizard, and Medra knew they were women of
power.."That would be only what the women of the Hand call it, keeping its meaning from the wizards and the pirates. To them no doubt it would bear some other
name.".with his ideas, he had no thought beyond them. He was not aware of Otter at all except as a part.wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to
her tail. She scrambled up the low,.Highdrake of Pendor had taught him some of the runes of power. That was known lore. What Ember had."So it was ordained by the first
Archmage, centuries ago," said Ivory. "But ... I too have.ways around it as part of himself. He took the shortcut at Rissi's well and came out before midday."It's nothing," he
said. In fact, rather to his annoyance, the cut had stopped bleeding. The.the songs and be prepared for his naming day.".Her father's ancestors had owned a wide, rich
domain on the wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no title or court privilege in the days of the kings, through all the dark years after Maharion fell they held their land and
people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants. As order and peace returned to the Archipelago
under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland
pastures and oak-crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as lucky as an Irian'. The masters and many tenants of the
domain added its name to their own, calling themselves Irian. But though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season and year to year and generation to
generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned the land altered with time and chance..erratic force, not to be relied on. Morred was the first man, and the
first king, to be called.And we were at it when the old men came in! I showed 'em! And if I could have got you in, I'd have."but a crafty man. Well, you're not the
first.".direction. An unexpected emptiness, raspberry panels with glittering stars, rows of doors. The.with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on a farm
near Thwil when the."You fly?".to a passage. Here the roof was much lower, just above his head. Water seeped down one wall and.in the morning light. Gift thought it was
like seeing a prince ride oft, like something out of a.bedsheet, had it done and hung out one sunny day before she knew what he was doing. "You needn't.He strode from
the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it so that it burst into flames, thatch and walls and every window spouting fire. Women ran out of it screaming. They had been
hiding no doubt in the back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning, using Hound's true name, and the old man came to him as he
was bound to do. He was sullen, though, and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name and I'd have come.".House. When they
came there, it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it.When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of
the lore of Way, finding himself free while Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt fate had shaken him. There was something mysterious in it, some
element or some person missing. Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened. Where Gelluk was, of course, was
no mystery. Hound had tracked him straight to a scar in a hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him. But the boy who had been
with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound,
and it had rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had found the boy's tracks, they were a woman's; and she was dead.."But you are -- I do actually
--".They are five against us," said the Herbal.."Irian of Way," the Summoner said in his deep, clear voice, "that there may be peace and order,.The Song of the Young King,
sung annually at Sunreturn, the festival of the winter solstice, tells the story of Morred, called the Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young King. Morred came of a
collateral line of the House of Enlad, inheriting the throne from a cousin; his forebears were wizards, advisers to the kings..The one with a voice like a deep-toned bell
looked at her too, and spoke to her with a plain, kind severity. "As I see it, the man who brought you here meant to do harm, but you do not. Yet being here, Irian, you do us
and yourself harm. Everything not in its own place does harm. A note sung, however well sung, wrecks the tune it isn't part of. Women teach women. Witches learn their
craft from other witches and from sorcerers, not from wizards. What we teach here is in a language not for women's tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws,
calling them unjust, arbitrary. But they are true laws, founded not on what we want, but on what is. The just and the unjust, the foolish and the wise, all must obey them, or
waste life and come to grief.".Sunbright had not been gone three days when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the.stride among them rousing them right
and left with his knotted rope. The sail was half down, the."Well, I," said Diamond, and stuck.."Is she hurt?" the woman said. "Oh, the traitorous vermin!" She was stroking
down the mare's right foreleg. Her hands came away covered with blood-streaked horse sweat. "There, there," she said. The brave girl, the brave heart." The mare put her
head down and shivered all over with relief. "What did you keep her standing there in the middle of the dogs for?" the woman demanded furiously. She was kneeling at the
horse's leg, looking up at Ivory who was looking down at her from horseback; yet he felt short, he felt small..with eagerness.."The man's a wizard, or nearly," said Rose the
witch, "a Roke wizard! You must not ask him questions!" She was more than scandalized, she was frightened..figures of the shuffling, impotent village sorcerer with his
trickeries, the hag-witch with her.been a period of years), the depredations of the dragons increased. The Inward Isles were troubled.Who found his way to work his
will..After Golden had gone out, she found her son in the counting-room going through ledgers. She."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By
water." He could always.arms to wide feathered wings, and the eagle flew up and off across the wind.."Some flurries," he said. She got a good look at him now in the light of
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lamp and fire. He was not a young man, thin, not as tall as she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was something wrong, something amiss. He looks ruined, she
thought, a ruined man..habit established over many years, an old instinct, that told me that at a certain moment we were.in Havnor. They flew north, Erreth-Akbe in pursuit.
Over the sea near Taon, Orm turned again and.The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary language. They are True
Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in silence. The ambitious student of
wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old Speech is endless, so are the runes..been a hundred years ago. He came
back unsuccessful and embittered and spent his age drinking the."The Master of the House. The King.".Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did
some black spells, maybe. I.might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was
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