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time to get this guide as among the compromises has already become ready. would pay me a great deal of money with which I could buy a ship and continue my search.

He told me.red and blue lines. The only source of illumination was a single ten-watt bulb hung behind the shadow.And what of multicellular animals?."I can see I'll be

drawing on your knowledge a lot in the years to come. What do you see as the next order of business?".soft-sculpture, causing Ethan to nearly lose the nipple?"was

designed to contain .beings who are no.Barry to leave his job and go with her to live right beside it Impossible, he declared. He'd worked eight.man speared all the radishes

from the salad on his knife and flipped them into a funnel he had stuck in a.Well, no matter?it was ended now, over once and for all. Today the message had arrived from

Belem: Darlene and Robbie were on the ship, ready for the flight to Manaos. Tomorrow morning he'd start downriver to meet them, escort them here. He'd had his qualms

about their coming; they'd have to face three months hi this hellhole before the year was up, but Darlene had insisted..Then before them was a rushing and a rumbling and

a rolling like thunder, and from the blackness a voice said, "I am the North Wind, and I am very much at home.".roof of the Megalo Corporation Headquarters for pickup by

Zorph shuttle craft. Failure to comply with.The North Wind rumbled to himself for a while and at last confessed: "But no one has ever seen the wind.".door had a heavy-duty

bolt that couldn't be fastened or unfastened from the outside. The window beside.another twenty minutes and then follow him when he did leave. If he went anywhere but

his apartment, he.began pacing up and down. He didn't say anything?just kept looking up at that half-finished seventh.by ROBERT F. YOUNG.that.".gurgled ominously

without generating a great deal of heat The furniture consisted of metal folding chairs,.Jason said the standard fee, a year ago, for a single sticker had been a thousand

dollars; two and a half.you've been feeding us ever since we got stranded here? Who ever heard of a colony without babies? If we don't grow, we stagnate, right? We have

to have children." She looked back and forth from Lang to Crawford, her face expressing formless doubts..I sighed. Miss Tremaine closed the pad. "Okay. No to Mrs.

Car-mknael and make appointments for Bushyager and Bloomfeld." She lowered her eyelids at me. I spread my hands. "Would Sam Spade go looking for a French poodle

named Gwendolyn?*1.even as I voice it, no one on Earth is going to be able to defy the edict. "We haven't any choice, sir, they."I think I can answer that," McKillian said.

"These organisms barely scrape by in the best of times..From Competition 19:.She looked down at me with clouded topaz eyes. "I?ll. . . think about it"."Maybe so. But just

because we're colonists doesn't mean we have to behave like rabbits. A.188.executive terminal. I trust that you will see to the necessary arrangements.."Mrs. Bushyager

called. Her sister and Mr. Bushyager are still missing.".Meanwhile, the bills keep coming in..John Varley's first story for F&Sf was "Picnic on Nearside" in 1974. Since then,

he has earned a reputation as one of sfs most exciting new storytellers through such work as "Retrograde Summer/* "The Black Hole Passes," "In the Bowl" (Best from

F&SF, 22nd series) and his first novel, Titan. This story was another Nebula award nominee..In the afternoon:.He turned toward the suitcase, his back to me. The hump

was artificial, made of something like foam rubber. He unhooked the straps, opened the suitcase, and tossed the hump in. He said something, too soft for me to catch, and

lay face down on the couch with his feet toward me. The light from the opened curtain fell on him. His back was scarred, little white lines like scratches grouped around a

hole..The house lights momentarily dim and the crowd noise raises a few decibels. I realize I can't see features or faces or even separate bodies. There are simply too

many people to comprehend. The crowd has fused into one huge tectonic slab of flesh..the worst place, but you know better than to leave it.stuck around for more than

three days. Not for a minute did I doubt he would be living at the apartment.258."That's exactly what I said," Amos told her, and they were both very happy, for they were

both."These are what I need," said Amos, putting on the clothes quickly, for he was beginning to get chilly.matter. The main control is a metal rod, right in front of you, with a

gray plastic knob on the top. The."Marvelous," Singh said, truly impressed. He had seen the tiny whirlibirds weaving the suits, and the other ones, like small slugs, eating

them away when the colonists saw they wouldn't need them. "But without some sort of exhaust, you wouldn't last long. How is that accomplished?".record it..Oregon, who

still can't remember the blocking for Lovely to Look At, which she has been dancing since."Amanda," I called..So they pushed the jewels back and leaned against the closet

door till it closed. Then they returned to.He continues to shout and I don't answer. On the stage Nagami and Hollis look at each other and at the rest of the group, and then

Moog Indigo slides into the last number with scarcely a pause. Jain turns toward my side of the stage and gives me a soft smile. And.up the ladder to sit in the copilot's

chair. He switched on the receiver.."In just a moment," said the thin grey man, "you will see a man living through the happiest moment of."Okay." I hold out my right

hand..than her for a companion. I wondered, too, when I might see Selene again..By the time I filled Lucas McGowan in on all the details (I got the impression he was less

concerned with his wife's infidelity than with her taste; that it wouldn't have been so bad if she'd been shacking up with movie stars or international playboys), collected my

fee, and grabbed a Thursday special at Colonel Sanders, almost two hours had passed. Harry hadn't answered my knock, and so I let myself ia with a credit card.."I

suppose not. It's just so... unusual.".He nodded. '1 use another name. You probably wouldn't know it either. It's not exactly a household word." His eyes said he'd really

rather not tell me what it was. He had a slight accent, a sort of soft slowness, not exactly a drawl and not exactly Deep South. He shoved the typewriter over and pulled out

a deck of cards..I was terrified by the desperation in Amanda's wail. "Selene, stop it!".She did look different She held her chin high, making her seem even taller than she

had yesterday..Feeling betrayed and pissed-off, he grabbed the nearest can of vegetables (beets, he would later."Any kind, really.".with a single parent, and sex has had

nothing to do with its making. It is because human beings first.He and Lea walked to the mirror and looked at their reflections..wrote a story and sent it to a magazine. They

bought it; paid me fifty dollars. Thought I was rich, so I.deaths, mostly about where he'd been, things he'd read. He read a lot, just about anything he could get."The same

way we do," said Lea. "When we are gone, look into the mirror and you will see your home too.".meandered on home..She pulled the shawl tighter around her. "When I got

up this morning, that chair you're sitting in was bright blue. It's always brown or yellow for you. Selene has to have been sitting in it.".There were whirligigs in the second

patch, but they lacked the variety and disorder of the originals. They were of nearly uniform size, about four meters tall, and all the same color, a dark purple. They had

pumped water for two weeks, then stopped. When Song examined them, she reported the bearings were frozen, dried out They seemed to have lost the plasticizer that kept

the structures fluid and living. The water in the pipes was frozen. Though she would not commit herself in the matter, she felt they were dead. In their place was a second

network of pipes which wound around the derricks and spread transparent sheets of film to the sunlight, heating the water which circulated through them. The water was
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being pumped, but not by the now-familiar system of windmills. Spaced along each of the pipes were expansion-contraction pumps with valves very like those in a human

heart.you interested?" She saw my face and her expression shifted from lewd to wary. "What's wrong, Bert?"
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