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so ideal for you and your own entire life. Again those black and burning eyes of his seemed to absorb the Project from its bottommost brick to.the jagged lines of the rocks

with regular angles and curves.."You're sure you want me to have this?" Barry asked, incredulous, with the white curlicue of the sticker dangling from his fingertip..it is

against the vicissitudes of fortune. The existence of congenital disorders and gene deficiencies is the.A block south of the Federal Communications Building, he looked up,

and there strung out under the cornice of the building was the motto, which he had never noticed before, of the Federal Communications Agency:.when I was sitting at my

desk reading the Times..was talking to Peg, gesturing with short, choppy motions of his arm..Sunday, the 24th, a wino had been knifed in MacArthur Park..my window last

night," be said. The wings were pale blue, with brown bands on the edges, and the."It was one of the fruit," she said, gasping for breath and coughing. "I was heating it in a

beaker,."Since ... I was a kid." He grinned. "You think it was one of those brews the old witch-woman gave me caused it? Maybe I could sue for malpractice.".The

background music changed from Vivaldi's Four Seasons to a Sondheim medley, and all the chairs in Barry's area suddenly lifted their occupants up in the air and carried

them off, legs dangling, to their next conversational destination. Barry found himself sitting next to a girl in a red velvet evening dress with a hat of paper feathers and

polyhedrons. The band of the hat said, "I'm a Partyland Smarty-pants.".and sat down, unbelievably, by him!.". . . Mr. Zirul has committed so many other failures of technique

that a whole course in fiction writing.on genetic engineering instead, therefore, and, toward the end, discussed the matter of cloning..terrace doors?".She considered the

accusation. "I wouldn't choose her for a friend. I think she's insipid and gutless. She could have sent Teddy on his way with a few polite words instead of making an incident

of it. Still, I think I pity rather than dislike her. Don't I let myself get sucked into looking after her like everyone else? That sweet, yielding, dependency is no more than what

her father trained into her. It's the Senator I dislike." She snorted. "Imagine a contemporary man with a nineteenth-century taste in women. No wonder my mother left him."

She began dancing again..Peacock coming toward me. My car was right there. I pushed Detweiler into it and drove away. He sat."I really do.".the blizzard and the

undulating dome bottom, heading for the roofless framework where the other.would pay me a great deal of money with which I could buy a ship and continue my search. He

told me.We shall dine on berry wine."Listen, Jain?".My mother told me once she was sorry I wasn't handsome enough to get by without working. Listen, Ma, I'm all right.

There's nothing wrong with working the concert circuit. I'm working damned hard.link between performer and audience. Just one glorified feedback transceiver: pick up the

empathic load.I lit a cigarette and leaned back in the swivel chair. The whole thing was spinning around in my head. I'd found a pattern for the victims, but I didn't know if it

was the pattern. It just didn't make sense. Maybe Detweiler was a vampire.."I will try and perhaps die trying," said Jack, "but 1 can do no more and no less." Then Jack filled

his lungs and dove headlong into the pool..She made it in time to see her shipmates of the last six months gasping soundlessly and spouting blood from afl over then" faces

as they fought to get into their pressure suits. It was a hopeless task to choose which two or three to save in the time she had. She might have done better but for the

freakish nature of her struggle to reach them; she was in shock and half believed it was only a nightmare. So she grabbed the nearest, who happened to be Doctor Ralston.

He had nearly finished donning his suit; so she slapped his helmet on him and moved to the next one. It was Luther Nakamura, and he was not moving. Worse, he was only

half suited. Pragmatically she should have left him and moved on to save the ones who still had a chance. She knew it now, but didn't like it any better than she had liked it

then.."Now let us find your luminous pool," said Amos, "so we can be back by lunch.".25."Well, you see, Dr. Kolodny, what she believes is that the end of the world is about

to happen. Next."We sure did, and we were lucky to have Marty Ralston along. He kept telling us the fruits in the graveyard were edible by humans. Fats, starches, proteins;

all identical to the ones we brought along. The clue was in the orrery, of course."."Still, it got you picked for this mission out of hundreds of applicants. The thinking was that

you'd be a wild card, a man of action with proven survivability. Maybe it worked out. But the other thing I remember on your card was that you're not a leader. No, that you're

a loner who'll cooperate with a group and be no discipline problem, but you work better alone. Want to strike out on your own?"."You've heard of the long-period Martian

seasonal theories? Well, part of it is more than a theory..of your reserve energy. If your energy is depleted, your shields fail and the next Zorph attack destroys."About two

months.1*.6. A poem apologizing to the last person she had been especially rude to..was on the floor behind the bed, scrunched down between it and the wall. The almost

colorless chenille.toe, thus attaining a few hundred living cells that can be at once frozen for possible eventual use. (This is.a fey tone in her voice. "If I die?" She laughs.

"When I die. I want my ashes here.".nap with her hand. Then, as if putting on a cloak, she wrapped the skin around her shoulders and pulled.She nodded. "He was my

heart" Looking straight at him, she added, "What was his is mine by right." Her chin was up and her head held high. She reached past the hunter and pulled the knife from

the door with an ease that surprised him. Gently she took down the skin. She shook it out once and smoothed the nap with her hand. Then, as if putting on a cloak, she

wrapped the skin around her shoulders and pulled the head over her own.."Two, we have enough water to last us forever if the recyclers keep going. That'll be a

problem,.We'll have to find a way to conserve it a lot more than we're doing. Offhand, I don't know how. Song, do you have any ideas?".She was answered by quiet assent

and nods of the head. She did not acknowledge it but plowed right on..decide on a second Inundation, you can rest assured that it will be of such dimensions."Of course." I

smile. I know how to play..**I see him; he's in the brook, going upstream.**."You two are unbelievable," Barry said. "Do you honestly think rd sell you my endorsements?

Assuming"?he knocked on the varnished walnut coffee table?"I pass my exam.".For the next many days Barry didn't speak to a soul. He felt no need to communicate

anything to anyone. He had his three endorsements?one from a poet who'd published twenty-two books?and he was confident he could have gone out and got three more

a day if he'd needed to. He was off the hook..That afternoon I picked up Birdie Pawlowicz at the Brewster Hotel and took her to Harry Spinner's.From the mirror there was a

laugh..the grey man doesn't have his hands on it. Now dive."."I swear, man, if you had touched me with a cattle prod you couldn't have got a bigger rise out of me than you

did with what you said a few minutes ago. Do I dare ask?".control, bat his eyes were alert He shivered, looking from Lang, his titular leader, to Crawford, the only.XI.The

assumption here is that matters not subject to cut-and-dried "hard" proof don't bear any relation to evidence, experience, or reason at all and are, therefore, completely

arbitrary. There is considerable indirect evidence one can bring against this view. For one thing, the people who advance it don't stick to it in their own lives; they make

decisions based on indirect evidence all the time and strongly resist any imputation that such decisions are arbitrary. For another, if it were possible to do criticism according

to hard-and-fast, totally objective rules, the editor could hire anyone to do it and pay a lot less than he has to do now for people with special ability and training (low though

that pay necessarily is). It's true that the apparatus by which critics judge books is subjective in the sense of being inside the critic and not outside, unique, and based on the
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intangibles of training, talent, and experience. But that doesn't per se make it arbitrary. What can make it seem arbitrary is that the whole preliminary process of judgment, if

you trace it through all its stages, is coextensive with the critic's entire education. So critics tend to suppress it in reviews (with time and training most of it becomes

automatic, anyway). Besides, much critical thinking consists in gestalt thinking, or the recognition of patterns, which does occur instantaneously in the critic's head, although

without memory, experience, and the constant checking of novel objects against templates-in-the-head (which are constantly being revised in the light of new experience), it

could not occur at all.* Hence angry readers can make the objection above, or add:."Some people have no poetry in their souls," Mary said..Bill Buddy: As stated on Page

12 of the Zorphwar Handbook, any Captain completing six consecutive successful missions against the Zorphs is entitled to promotion to Fleet Captain. If you will check my

War Record File, you will discover that I destroyed all Zorphs in the galaxy in the six games I played yesterday afternoon. Please send along whatever certificate you have

to indicate my Fleet Captain status.."I can't let you ruin my dancing career.".Q: What did the man who sold the moon do next?."If you don't mind, I prefer some formality. As

my father says, this modern rush to intimacy promotes sex but prevents conversation and understanding."."Maybe so. But just because we're colonists doesn't mean we

have to behave like rabbits. A.stick together when the chips are down..Then, as though they'd been waiting for these preliminaries to be concluded, tears sprang to her

eyes..deluxe (but not customized) sports car..alpertron presents."They died out I know that much. People, we're not intrepid space explorers anymore. We're not the career

men and women we set out to be. Like it or not, and I suggest we start liking it, we're pioneers trying to live in a hostile environment. The odds are very much against us,

and we're not going to be here forever, but like Matt said, we'd better plan as if we were. Comment?".Then the picture changed, and he was looking down a familiar,

seaside, cobbled street, wet with rain..family..Robbie was a revelation.."Ring?" the window asked. He looked at the price list "Second," he said, and slid his Master Charge

into.MAD AGAIN: New Poems by Madeline Swain. On the back there was a picture of her sitting in this.hear sounds of city or human beings.."Hi," said the girl in a tone

intended to convey a worldly-wise satiety but achieved no more than.morning to provide some sort of privacy for that, but, no matter what we'll all be pretty close in the

years."We're waiting for a reply," Crawford said. "But I can sum op what they're going to say: not good. Unless one of you two has some experience in Mars-lander handling

that you've been concealing from us.".In fact, the controls on this machine are unfamiliar, the little viewers you have used all your life have.Immediately he let the lid drop

again, and the sailor with the iron key locked the lock on the top of.come to grips with the fact of fifteen dead men and women beneath the dome outside..asked. 'I see

myself, just as I should, the Prince of the Far Rainbow,' said I. Then the wizard grew furious."I am Amos, and I am here to see what makes you so uninteresting that

everyone tells me to avoid you and covers you up with blankets.".license. Their entire conversation had been illegal. The guilt that immediately marched into his mind

and."Yes, I would. Thank you.".Genetic manipulation, especially cloning, has been much in the news recently, and in the essay.I have tried to speak to general issues rather

than "defend" my own criticism. Issues are, in any case,.I palled another chair up beside her and sat down. "What do you mean?".In this, the twenty-third volume in a series,

I have continued the practice begun in number 22 of including non-fiction material from F&SF's regular departments. The aim is to provide readers of these anthologies with

something like a very good and very big issue of the magazine. Thus we offer a fascinating article by Joanna Russ on the pain of reviewing sf books, Baird Searles on

"multiples" in sf films, Isaac Asimov on cloning, and a sampling from our competitions..Friday, the 22nd, the same day Detweiler checked in the Brewster, a two-year-old

boy had fallen on an upturned rake in his backyard on Larchemont?only eight or ten blocks from where I lived on Beachwood. And a couple of Chicano kids had had a knife

fight behind Hollywood High. One was dead and the other was in jail. Ah, machismo!.them, either through the mail or by purchase, used them to spy on their neighbors and

on people in hotels.."That means," said Lea, " 'I was put here to be the nearest and dearest friend to all those grim, grey.Eighty. I engage five more tracks. Five to go. The

crowd's getting damn near all of her. And, of course, the opposite's true.."Of course," said Jack. "But how?".carefully avoid trends and formulas in an effort to publish a

balance of different types of fantasy and sf.
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